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Figure 9.12 Sequence of curricular concepts that can be used to build 
a flow sequence of tasks in calculus.

adhere to the ideas of variation discussed earlier. 
But, don’t underestimate your own ability to make 
such a sequence. Teachers who are teaching a 
curriculum that they are familiar with (see 
Figure  9.12) can sit down and create these 
sequences for themselves without much effort. 
Regardless, go into the lesson with a longer 
sequence than you think you will need. It is better 
to not complete a sequence than it is to have your 
students shoot through your planning in the first 
six minutes—which has happened many times.

Teachers who are 
teaching a curriculum 
that they are familiar 

with can sit down and 
create these sequences 
for themselves without 

much effort.

You began this chapter by talking about differentiation. 
Differentiation is normally seen as providing students with 

different tasks and activities based on their abilities. Does your use of 
flow put forward a different way to operationalize differentiation?
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