
164 BUILDING THINKING CLASSROOMS IN MATHEMATICS

I feel like my students currently don’t have any perseverance or 
patience. How do I increase this?

Both of these increase from repeated opportunities to work in 
flow. This is another reason why it is so important to use highly 

engaging non-curricular thinking tasks when you begin to build a 
thinking classroom—and occasionally thereafter.

You mentioned how important it is to have a carefully constructed 
sequence of tasks. At the same time, you mentioned that we 

should rely on students’ autonomy to steal the next task. What if 
students pick the tasks out of sequence? Doesn’t that mess up 
their flow?

In the beginning it is very important that the sequence of tasks is 
maintained. But as students’ perseverance and patience increases, 

the sequence becomes less critical as the groups become more able to 
cope with imbalances between their ability and the challenge of the 
task at hand.

Where can I get such sequence of tasks with progressively 
increasing challenge along with parallel tasks?

The lists of exercises in textbooks are, for the most part, designed 
in exactly this way. But be critical. Textbook exercises are designed 

for practice and not thinking and learning. So, they do not always 

Figure 9.11 Perseverance and patience.
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