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at curriculum. Because curriculum tasks are not innately engaging for 
students, we need to manufacture engagement through giving clear 
goals, ensuring there is an ability to get immediate feedback on actions, 
and asynchronously maintaining the balance between the group’s 
ability and the challenge of the task at hand through the use of hints and 
extensions (see Figure 9.10). When we do this, not only do we make 
curriculum tasks more engaging, but we also create the possibility of 
covering a large amount of curriculum in a short amount of time.

If this is so effective, should I be doing this every day?

Yes and no. No because you cannot start the school year like this. 
You need to begin by using highly engaging non-curricular 

thinking tasks to build the culture of thinking in your classroom. 
Non-curricular tasks are also good to use whenever you introduce a 
new thinking practice into your classroom—this is why every previous 
chapter ends with one. For the rest of the time, the answer is yes. If 
you want your students to be thinking they need to be engaged. And 
for them to be engaged they need to be in flow. This chapter outlines 
the best way we have found to keep students in flow while working on 
curricular content.

In all the sample examples that were provided in this chapter, the 
first tasks students were asked to solve was very easy. Doesn’t this 

risk them becoming bored?

Figure 9.10 Students in flow on curricular tasks.
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