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Step 1: Isolate the issue.

Step 1 is the critical step in which you make sure 
that your advocacy efforts are correctly focused so 
as to address the issue or concern that you wish 
to respond to. There are many advocacy issues to 
choose from, but narrowing your focus and choos-
ing one issue in which you have the opportunity 
to make a change is key (Staehr Fenner, 2014). 
During this step, your job is to gather information from the con-
cerned stakeholders in order to determine what advocacy efforts 
are needed and which internal and external factors may be at 
play. It is also important to reflect on whether the issue is being 
framed through a deficit perspective and how you can reframe 
that perspective to consider the students’ and families’ assets as 
you speak with others about the issue. Once you have taken 
steps to clarify the issue and have reflected on your findings, 
determine your ML advocacy goal. Figure 8.1, Isolating the Issue 
Tool, can help you think through the process that you might use 
for Step 1 of the Advocacy Goal-Setting Template (Appendix A).

Figure 8.1 Isolating the Issue Tool
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Let’s explore what Step 1 might look like with a specific ML 
advocacy scenario that we will carry through all five steps in 
this chapter to contextualize our work.




