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Whether or not you have been implementing the practices as you have 
been reading along, by now you will have concluded that a thinking 
classroom looks very different from a typical classroom. Students are 
working in groups rather than individually, they are standing rather 
than sitting, and the furniture is arranged so as to defront the room. 
Closer inspection will reveal that the teacher is giving instructions 
verbally, is answering fewer questions, and has drastically altered the 
way they give “homework.” All of these changes require 
a greater independence on the part of the students. This 
chapter will look at how you can begin to build this 
independence through giving students more autonomy 
over their own actions and how this autonomy not 
only changes the way students engage with a thinking 
classroom, but also how it makes your job as a teacher 
in a thinking classroom easier.

All of these changes 
require a greater 

independence 
on the part of 
the students.

The Issue
From a teaching perspective, one of the big differences 
you may be experiencing, or anticipate experiencing, is 

that in a thinking classroom you, as the teacher, have a lot less control 
over what is happening in the room. When students are sitting in 
desks, all facing the front, and presumably following along with what 
is happening at the board, the teacher has a lot of control around what 

Figure 8.1 Students working independently in random groups on VNPSs.
Source: Used with permission
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