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ASSESSMENT COOKIE 6: 
KNOWING YOUR DESTINATION HELPS
Learning intentions do not exist in isolation. They need success criteria so our students 

can be aware of the third clarity question: How will I know I have learned it? The it 

being, of course, the learning intention. More specifically, success criteria specify for 

the students the necessary evidence they will need to produce to show they have 

achieved the learning intention. If success criteria are crafted carefully and with pur-

pose, they can become the foundation of our assessments. 

In fact, developing success criteria is necessary in the creation of assessment tasks 

and tools. When you know what success looks like, you can identify the various 

ways that students can demonstrate that success. When students know what suc-

cess looks like, they are more likely to allocate resources (such as time and atten-

tion) to accomplishing the learning. 
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SUCCESS CRITERIA CHECKLIST

Success Criteria should Success Criteria should not

Encourage students to show what they 

know

Be instructions or directions

Specify for students the evidence they will 

need to produce

Restrict the way students are 

demonstrating their learning

Deconstruct the process of meeting the 

learning intention

Repeat or restate the standard

Be written in language students understand Be written in teacher friendly language

Much like learning intentions, teachers can get overwhelmed with creating the per-

fect success criteria statements. The truth is, by engaging and experimenting with suc-

cess criteria we are already moving our students into the right direction when it comes 

to assessment. In our examples, you will notice that we use the stems I can . . . and  

We can . . . This is simply a stylistic choice, however if you are new to writing success cri-

teria, we do suggest that you choose one style and stick with it for consistency. There are 

many other ways to ensure that students know what success looks like, such as rubrics, 

exemplars, and teacher modeling (Almarode, Fisher, Frey, & Thunder, 2021). As long as suc-

cess criteria exist as an extension of learning intentions, we are practicing aspects of clarity. 

It is important to note learning intentions often require multiple success criteria. The 

more intricate the learning intention, the more cues we will need to give our students 

in order for them to know they are successful. As we begin to develop success criteria, 

we should make the following considerations: 

 Success criteria are used to provide a benchmark of success for the 

learning intention, and in some cases one learning intention will require 

multiple benchmarks.


