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communication, November 25, 2019). OIHS is a public 
school for newcomers in the rapidly gentrifying city of 
Oakland. At OIHS, teachers are divided into groups and led 
through a professional development experience by students, 
families, and community members over the course of one 
Friday in the fall. Students plan for the event, set up class-
rooms, and meet with teachers to present salient informa-
tion about their communities. After the field trips, teachers 
take part in restorative justice circles aligned with different 
community groups (e.g., Afghan, Burmese) to process their 
experience. Figure 7.8 is the template that OIHS students use 
to plan their community walk.

Figure 7.8 Community Walk Student Planning Template

Community Walk Name: ______________________

What is a community walk? A community walk helps teachers learn  
more about students’ communities and cultures. It’s like a field trip—where the teachers are the students 
and the students/parents are the teachers! What important things do we want our teachers to learn about 
our communities?

What are our community’s assets (strengths)? Name 3.

1. ___________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________________________________________

What are our community’s challenges? Name 3.

1. ___________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________________________________________



Chapter seven: Uniting Students’ Schools, Families, and Communities 261
What’s the Plan?

Time Activity
What Do You Want Teachers 
to See and Learn?

8:30–9:00 Teachers meet to frame the day, 
prepare for walks, set intentions.

9:00–10:00 Student Teach-In: You teach a 
class to your teachers about your 
community’s history, backgrounds, 
strengths, and challenges. You can 
have teachers read books, watch 
videos, listen to stories, and ask 
questions. (You are in charge—they 
have to listen to you and do what you 
say!)

10:00–11:15 Field Trip # 1: Visit a place where 
we can learn about the histories, 
strengths, challenges, and/or 
resources of your community.

11:15–12:30 Field Trip # 2: Visit a place where 
we can learn about the histories, 
strengths, challenges, and/or 
resources of your community.

12:30–1:30 FOOD! Let’s share a delicious meal 
together! OIHS will pay. This can be 
at a home or at a restaurant. Where 
should we go?

Source: OIHS, 2020.




