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the family’s home language. Before you go, be sure to learn the 
names of the family members that you will be meeting with 
and also perhaps learn a few words in the home language as 
a way to show respect for their culture. As you prepare for the 
home visit, think of a positive story that you want to share 
about the student. Figure 7.3, Planning for an ML Home Visit, 
can help you prepare for a positive home visit experience that 
will help you build your relationship with an ML family.

Figure 7.3 Planning for an ML Home Visit

Student’s name:

Parent(s)’ or guardian(s)’ name(s):

Goal of home visit:

Staff who will make initial contact:

Location of home visit:

Need for an interpreter

q Yes

q No

If yes, language: _____________________________________

Positive story to share about student:

Resources to share with family:

Source: Adapted from Staehr Fenner, 2014, p. 123.

Communicate Effectively  
With ML Families

A third strategy for uniting schools, families, and 
communities is to consider and strengthen how you 
communicate with ML families. Often when think-
ing about communicating with ML families, we think only 
about how we can reach families with important information. 
However, it is also necessary that families feel that they can 




