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These data confirm what we already know—what 
you likely already know. Homework is not working. 
Students are doing it, if at all, for the wrong reason 
(marks) and the wrong person (their teacher or 
their parents). And those who are doing it for the 
right reasons (to check their understanding) and 
for the right person (for themselves) are mimicking. 
Homework, in its current formulation, needs to 
be upgraded. It needs to be rebranded. It needs to 
become a thinking activity.

Toward a  
Thinking Classroom

In the history of schooling, homework has been rebranded once 
before—as practice. In many classrooms, especially elementary 
classrooms, the word practice is still used either to describe work done 
in class or used synonymously with homework. Regardless, practice 
puts a greater emphasis on mimicking while still not resolving 
the issue of why it is done and who it is done for. As Samantha’s 
comment (above) shows, when the terminology of practice was used, 
it increased the perception that mimicking was what students were 
meant to be doing and, as a result, increased mimicking behavior. 
And, as discussed, mimicking has limitations and is antithetical to 
the kind of thinking behaviors that thinking classrooms are trying 
to foster.

Figure 7.1 Studenting behaviors 
when homework is marked.

Figure 7.2 Studenting behaviors when 
homework is not marked.
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