
18 

are learning . . . This is simply a stylistic choice; however, if you are new to learning inten-

tions, we do suggest that you choose one style and stick with it for consistency. 

Analyzing standards to create learning intentions may seem daunting, however we 

hope the following will help provide clarity on learning intentions and their relationship 

to the standards. As you review your standards, please consider the following: 

 Standards are often convoluted and most require multiple daily learning 

intentions.

 Learning intentions can provide the “why” to the standard. It helps to include 

the words “so that” at the end of the standard to help create learning intentions.

 Standards may include complex verbs or skills which may need to be 

broken down into multiple learning intentions.

Figure 6 includes examples of standards and learning intentions for your consideration. 
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EXAMPLES OF STANDARDS AND LEARNING INTENTIONS

Standard Learning Intention

Grade 2 ELA

Student applies knowledge of long and 

short vowel sounds to read unfamiliar 

words in context.

I am learning to identify short vowel 

sounds to help me read new words.

I am learning to identify long vowel sounds 

to help me read new words.

Grade 3 Math 

Demonstrate an understanding of addition 

and subtraction of numbers with answers 

to 1000 (limited to 1-, 2- and 3-digit 

numerals), concretely, pictorially and 

symbolically by

•	Using personal strategies for 
adding and subtracting with 
and without the support of 
manipulatives

•	Creating and solving problems in 
context that involve addition and 
subtraction of numbers

We are learning to use models and 

personal strategies to add three-digit 

numbers.

We are learning to use models and 

personal strategies to subtract three-digit 

numbers.

We are learning to select and use 

appropriate strategies to accurately 

create and solve word problems involving 

addition.

We are learning to select and use 

appropriate strategies to accurately 

create and solve word problems involving 

subtraction.

Source: ©Alberta Education. Programs of Study; English Language Arts K–9: Use Strategies and 
Cues. Edmonton, AB. 2000. p. 26. https://education.alberta.ca/media/160360/ela-pos-k-9.pdf ©Alberta 
Education. Programs of Study; Mathematics Kindergarten to Grade 9: Number. Edmonton, AB. 2016.  
p. 20. https://education.alberta.ca/media/3115252/2016_k_to_9_math_pos.pdf 
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