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You can also ask students to evaluate individual resources based 
on their own experiences in order to have a sense of whether 
or not students can see themselves in the resource. Figure 6.7, 
Student Resource Assessment, is a tool that can be adapted 
based on the grade and proficiency levels of your students.

Figure 6.7 Student Resource Assessment

Criterion No Somewhat Yes
1. Are the characters in the story like you or people 

you know?

2. Does the place in the story remind you of a place 
that you have lived or visited?

3. Do you and your family talk like the characters in 
the story?

4. Do the events in the story remind you of anything 
that has happened to you or your family?

Source: Adapted from Cultural Relevance Rubric (p. 198) in Ebe, A. (2010). Culturally relevant texts and reading assessment for 
English language learners. Reading Horizons, 50(3), 193–210.

Once you have evaluated your own classroom, consider how 
you can extend the use of multicultural resources in your 
school. Work with your school librarian or media specialist to 
create a catalog of multicultural resources and include notes 
on distinguishing features in the book or how the resource 
might be used. Figure 6.8, Template for Multicultural Resource 
Library, is an example of a tool that could be shared across the 
school so that teachers can borrow materials from one another.

Figure 6.8 Template for Multicultural Resource Library

Title, Author, 
Location Genre

Lexile 
Level

Distinguishing Features 
for MLs

La Vida de un Mariposa 
by Dona Rice; ESOL 
resource room

Nonfiction 180

Guided Reading

Level E

Spanish translation of The Life of a 
Butterfly

The Name Jar by 
Yangsook Choi; school 
library

Fiction

Picture book

590 Main character: Korean girl new to US 
schools; importance of a name

Freedom Soup by Tami 
Charles; first-grade 
classroom

Fiction

Picture book

410-600 Historical story about the Haitian 
Revolution as told by a grandmother 
to her granddaughter; passing down of 
tradition and history




