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Step 1: Evaluate your curricular resources.

A key step in including resources that are mirrors and windows 
for students is to evaluate the materials that you are currently 
using. Use the Assessing Multicultural Resources Tool (Figure 6.6)  
to review your classroom library, the literature used in your 
curriculum, or other curricular resources from the perspective 
of the MLs in your class. For each criterion, decide if there are 
many examples represented in your library or curriculum, a 
few examples, or no examples. You can take notes in the table 
to indicate where you have gaps in resources.

For example, you may find that while you have some resources 
for Spanish-speaking students, you have few resources for stu-
dents who speak Thai. In taking part in this resource review, 
it is also important to reflect on how ML characters 
or people are portrayed in the resources. Ask your-
self whether the books will serve to offer alternative 
perspectives for students in your classes or reinforce 
preexisting stereotypes (the “single story”).

As you conduct your review, also consider if there are 
ways that you might make greater use of the multi-
cultural resources that you have. For example, could 
any of the resources become a new mentor text? 
After you finish your review, identify areas where you 
feel you are doing well and those areas where you 
could improve. Consider what steps you can take to 
strengthen your use of multicultural resources.

Figure 6.6 Assessing Multicultural Resources Tool

MLs in Your Class:        Students’ Home Languages:

Criteria No Examples A Few 
Examples 
(1–5)

Many 
Examples  
(6 or more)

Notes

Characters or 
people who look 
like MLs
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Criteria No Examples A Few 
Examples 
(1–5)

Many 
Examples  
(6 or more)

Notes

Characters or 
people who come 
from similar 
backgrounds or 
who may have 
similar experiences 
as MLs

Resources that 
provide role models 
from MLs’ home 
cultures

Resources that 
incorporate 
students’ home 
language(s)

Materials that 
share the 
perspectives and 
voices of groups 
that are often 
underrepresented or 
marginalized
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Reflection Questions
1. Are there any resources that you have concerns about? For example, did 

you come across resources that may serve to reinforce stereotypes or 

portray a certain cultural group from a deficit-based perspective? Which?

2. Did you find a multicultural resource in your collection that gave you a 

new idea for integrating it into your curriculum? What resource? How will 

you integrate it?




