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The Literature Review Outline: Study Aids, Maps, or References 

Introduction Section of the Literature Review 

Subsection Study Aids, Maps, or References Chapter 

Introductory statement Narrative hook Chapter 6 

Study topic statement The fi rst library visit exercise Chapter 1 

Context statement Defi ning a specifi c research interest Chapter 1 

Signifi cance statement Survey of literature, argument of 
discovery model

Literature survey tally matrix

Mapping schemes

Reasoning patterns

Literature critique advocacy model

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapters 4 and 5

Chapters 4 and 5

Chapter 5 

Problem statement Survey of literature, argument of 
discovery model

Literature survey tally matrix

Mapping schemes

Reasoning patterns

Literature critique advocacy model

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapters 4 and 5

Chapters 4 and 5

Chapter 5 

Organization statement The exploratory write Chapter 6 

Body Section of the Literature Review 

Subsection Study Aids, Maps, or References Chapter 

Background section 
presenting current 
understanding of the 
topic (discovery 
argument used here) 

Mapping schemes

Reasoning patterns

Survey of literature—Argument of 
discovery model

Literature survey tally matrix

Argument patterns 

Chapter 4

Conclusions section 
presenting fi ndings and 
conclusions that argue 
the thesis (advocacy 
argument used here) 

Literature critique advocacy model

Research case of a literature review 
model

Chapter 5 

 Figure 6.5  The Literature Review Outline: Study Aids, Maps, and References



147Step 6: Write the Review

phases are sequential to allow the writing to flow and to mature. As you 
move from one draft to the next, revise the writing. Drafting the work 
means revision that creates, molds, and finishes the written piece. When 
beginning to write, consider these suggestions:

 • Reserve a quiet place for uninterrupted writing. Have comfort 
foods available if you need them, but don’t make the writing place 
so comfortable that you become sleepy.

 • Ensure that you have writing reference and support materials on 
hand, including an authoritative thesaurus and dictionary. Microsoft 
Word also provides a digital review tab, which includes a dictionary 
and a thesaurus. Often, the essence of a word or the synonym of a 
word will escape you as you write. These reference aids will help 
you to get the right idea on paper.

 • Ensure that you have a significant block of time to get into the 
work so ideas flow. Good writing cannot be done in 15-minute 
spurts. Do not think about blocks of times in minutes, but in hours 
and days.

 • Find your ideal time for writing. Is it in the early morning, or 
the late evening? Each of us has a time of day that lends itself to 
our best writing production. For many it is the early morning, 
when the mind is fresh and rested and there are fewer interrup-
tions. Develop a regular schedule for your writing. A regular 
schedule will allow you to maintain the flow and pace of the 
writing.

 • Schedule periodic breaks within your writing session. Give yourself 
time to stretch and reenergize, then return to work refreshed.

 • Set a minimum page count as a goal and achieve that goal. Con-
centrate on writing each idea and producing the text.

 • Have a plan about what you will write during the session. Create a 
mental picture of the piece. See its main ideas and its details.

Summation Section of the Literature Review 

Subsection Study Aids, Maps, or References Chapter 

Thesis statement Research case of a literature review model Chapter 5 

Thesis analysis Research case of a literature review 
model, literature survey tally matrix

Chapters 4 and 5 

Study implications Defi ning a specifi c research interest

Research case of a literature review model 

Chapter 1

Chapter 5




