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students develop their heri-
tage language literacy skills 
by completing a personal 
memoir with their families. 
In this example, Simon Yeh 
uses both his heritage lan-
guage, Karen, and English 
as an integrated communi-
cation system. He employs 
his full linguistic repertoire 
to describe his journey 
from Thailand to Syracuse. 
To read more about the 
Steps to the Seal Program, 
see Chapter 8.

While instructional strat-
egies to support translan-
guaging vary, we have 
included a few ideas:

• Cognate word study is one strategy to support translan-
guaging. Cognates are words in different languages 
that are derived from the same original word or 
root. In addition to having the same meaning, the words 
look and sound similar. For example, “dictionary” in 
English is dictionaire in French. Some ideas for supporting 
students in studying cognates include the following:

¡ Identifying cognates while reading and adding to a  
cognate chart

¡ Sorting sets of cognates (e.g., family–familia) on cards 
and circling differences in cognates

¡ Identifying false cognates (words that look and sound 
similar but have different meanings)

¡ Sorting cognates and false cognates 
into two different groupings

¡ Practicing pronunciation of cognates 
and identifying intonation and stress 
differences (Colorín Colorado, 2007)

Figure 6.4 Example of Translanguaging




