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for the unit. She included short definitions for such terms 
as diversity, race, ethnicity, and empathy. She explains, “I 
think the most important place to start is by having common  
language and giving children the vocabulary that they can 
use to be able to talk about their identity in a way that other 
kids can understand” (S. Reyes, personal communications, 
October 9, 2019).

As part of the word wall, students use the following definitions 
to understand the concept of mirror and window books.

• “Mirror books reflect your own personal identity.”

• “Window books show human experiences different from 
your own. They help strengthen your sense of empathy. 
They help you see things from another perspective and 
learn more about the world.” (Reyes, n.d., p. 22)

As part of this unit, students are asked to choose a book and 
reflect on what they notice about the book and how it makes 
them feel. Through the use of discussion and graphic orga-
nizers, students talk about what a mirror book might contain 
and what a window book might contain. They also conduct a 
survey of their classroom library to determine what is included 
in their library and what is missing. Figure 6.3, Growing Roots 
and Wings, is the tool that is used for the library survey. The 
unit plan also incorporates a lesson in which students write 
letters to authors and publishers, emphasizing the important 
need for books that are both mirrors and windows.

Figure 6.3 Growing Roots and Wings
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Figure 6.7, the Student Resource Assessment, is a tool that 
you can use to take your own classroom resource inventory in 
order to help you identify possible gaps in students’ access to 
mirrors and windows and your classroom.

Introduce an Alternative Perspective

Similar to the concept of providing a window is the explicit 
purpose of giving students an alternative lens for understand-
ing the specific content being studied. When planning for a 
new unit of instruction, consider how you might incorporate 
alternative or less frequently explored viewpoints as a way to 
provide another perspective on the topic.

Educator Cindy Yetto described how, in teaching about the Age 
of Exploration, she uses the picture book Encounter (1996) by 
Jane Yolen, which tells of the story of the arrival of the conquis-
tadors through the lens of the Taino people. After reading the 
book together, her students are then asked to debate whether or 
not Columbus deserves a day in his honor (C. Yetto, personal 
communication, July 19, 2019). Through resources that provide 
alternative perspectives, you can explore with students the ideas 
of dominant narratives and learn to recognize how dominant 
narratives are learned and shared. You can also practice the skill 
of questioning and looking for less frequently shared stories.

To make this bin more diverse, we need:
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