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You may be thinking that three to five minutes is doable for review 
lessons. But when a lesson begins with the introduction of new 
content—content that is needed to do the first task—I would wager 
you’re thinking this is too little time. I can assure you that it is not, but 
you are going to have to wait until Chapter 9 to find out why not. In 
the meantime, just know that the longer you talk, and the longer they 
listen, the less likely you are going to be able to get them to think.

Where to Give the Task

Student passivity is accentuated not only by how long we talk before 
giving them a task. Where the students are located while we are 
talking to them also has an impact on the degree to which they are 
put into an active or passive state. For example, having students 
sitting in the desks, while the teacher talks, creates a low-energy and 
passive environment for students. In comparison, having students 
stand, loosely clustered around the teacher, creates a higher-energy 
and active environment for the students. This was confirmed in the 
data. If students were left in the desks in the lead-up to being given a 
thinking task, they were much slower to start and had more proximity 
and stop-thinking questions. In contrast, when the students stood 
and gathered around the teacher, they were quicker to get going on 
the task and were less likely to ask questions.

Figure 6.2 A teacher gives his students the task among standing 
students.
Source: Photo courtesy of Judy Larsen. Used with permission.
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