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Understanding what it means to leverage MLs’ cultural and 
linguistic backgrounds can feel somewhat abstract. You may 
be asking yourself, How do I know if I am doing this correctly? 
Figure 6.2 shows some look-fors that we will explore further 
in this chapter.

Figure 6.2  Look-Fors for Guiding Principle 4: Culturally responsive 
teaching leverages students’ linguistic and cultural 
backgrounds.

ü Teachers use a variety of instructional strategies to assess, activate, and 
build MLs’ background knowledge.

ü Multicultural materials and resources are incorporated throughout the 
curriculum and school.

ü Social justice and anti-racism resources are incorporated throughout the 
curriculum.

ü Lessons and units include perspectives of individuals that come from MLs’ 
home cultures (e.g., literature written by nondominant voices).

ü Lessons include opportunities for MLs to use bilingual resources (e.g., 
dictionaries, books, or glossaries) and home languages (as appropriate).

ü Leaders or role models from ML communities are included in the learning 
(e.g., community members are invited to speak in class).

Source: Adapted from Staehr Fenner and Snyder, 2017.

LEVERAGING MLs’ BACKGROUNDS

In this section, we will explore strategies for leveraging MLs’ 
backgrounds through a three-component process.




