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the process of composition refinement. Once all changes have been made 
to the work based upon previous drafts, the final, or published, draft is 
composed. This draft incorporates all the revisions to content, structure, 
grammar, and composition.

Good writing comes from constant editing and revision. No matter 
which draft you are working on, the process is the same. You first write, 
then audit to find errors and omissions, then edit to correct and revise the 
work (Figure 6.2).

This process always begins with writing, be it an outline, a first draft, 
or a final draft. After writing comes auditing, which is an inspection of the 
recently completed work. When auditing an outline or draft, check and 
align the content and proofread it carefully. The purpose of the audit is 
twofold. It must uncover all flaws in the work and assess the success of the 
draft in meeting its intent.

When editing, adjust the content and flow of the composition and 
correct its organization and grammar. Remember that using software pro-
grams to do grammar and spell checks is not the same as proofreading the 
work yourself. The product of the edit is a revision of the previous com-
position. Writing, auditing, and editing continue throughout the writing 
process, refining the work until the project is completed.

 Figure 6.2  The Iterative Process Writing
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TASK 1. WRITE TO UNDERSTAND

Writing to understand is a formative act of learning and owning the sub-
ject matter. First, gather and organize the ideas that make up the research 
content. You must assimilate, arrange, and form these ideas into a frame-
work for composition. The act of composing begins with summing up and 
transforming the threads of data into a new, original, cohesive expression 
of those data. You must create the pattern of the story, weaving the threads 
of each idea together to form the composition. Only you can do this. 
Remember the example of the jigsaw puzzle? When assembling the puzzle, 
the puzzle maker looks at the picture on the box to see how the pieces fit 


