
135Step 6: Write the Review

THE WRITING PROCESS: OVERVIEW

Each writing task includes activities that develop and refine the work, 
resulting in a final draft suitable for publishing. The subsequent list sum-
marizes the necessary activities for these two tasks. The tasks are explained 
in detail later in the chapter.

 Figure 6.1  The Writing Process
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Moving clockwise through the model shows the process of writing to 
understand. Start by assessing and organizing the subject matter of the com-
position. Reviewing notes and memoranda developed in the survey and 
critique of the literature bring the subject matter into focus. An initial draft, 
called the exploratory write, crystallizes and assesses your interna lized 
knowledge about the subject, providing the foundations for the eventual 
composition. An annotated outline is built to sequence and form the subject 
matter for composition. Using the results of the exploratory write and the 
annotated outline, the preliminary draft is then crafted. This draft is the first 
full-scale rendition of the work. Once edited for accuracy, continuity, struc-
ture, and grammar, the preliminary draft is then refined into a first draft.

The first draft is the initial attempt to write for a specific audience—
writing to be understood. The second and all subsequent drafts are 
composed based on audits and feedback from outside experts, continuing 


