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Step 3: Take steps to build home  
language, translanguaging resources and 
opportunities, and family and community 
resources into your lessons.

In addition to incorporating more multicultural resources into 
your lessons, consider how you will leverage MLs’ cultural 
and linguistic backgrounds by incorporating opportunities for 
students’ home language use and/or integrating families and 
community members into your lessons. Figure 6.10, Lesson 
Planning for Home Language Use and Family and Community 
Involvement, is a tool for you to plan for instruction that sup-
ports MLs linguistically. Once you have implemented your 
lesson, be sure to share with colleagues so they can hear 
about the successes you are having and aspects of the les-
son that you might change. For a more comprehensive plan-
ning tool, refer to Appendix C: Culturally Responsive Unit 
Planning Template.

Figure 6.10 Lesson Planning for Home Language Use and Family and Community Involvement

Lesson Topic MLs’ Home Languages Home Language Resources

Implementation of translanguaging strategies (check those that you will use)

 Cognate word study  Collaborative translation   Background knowledge in 
building in L1

 Academic discussions   Cultural modeling 
(discussions of 
translations)

 Integrated writing

 Other: _______________________________________________________________

Family and Community Resources
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Describe how you will leverage ML family and/or community resources. Examples might include the following:

•	 Inviting parents or family members to share an aspect of their culture or a skill they have

•	 Inviting an ML community member to share information on a relevant topic

•	 Incorporating an interview into the unit

•	 Incorporating a community exploration or video project into the unit

Summary of Key Ideas
• Look for opportunities in every unit to leverage MLs’ cultural and lin-

guistic backgrounds.

• Multicultural resources should be selected to offer a mirrors and win-
dows perspective, explore alternative perspectives, provide opportuni-
ties to engage in critical learning about social justice and anti-racism 
topics, and support home language use.

• MLs benefit from having opportunities to use home language resources 
and engage in translanguaging practices.

• Seek out opportunities to invite families or community members into 
your classroom or to support students in learning about and exploring 
diverse community resources.

Chapter 6 Reflection Questions
1. After reading this chapter, what is your most significant take away related 

to strategies for leveraging students’ linguistic and cultural backgrounds?




