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ASSESSMENT COOKIE 5: 
STUDENTS DESERVE TO KNOW 
WHAT THEY SHOULD BE LEARNING
As mentioned previously, learning intentions are created based upon the standards 

we wish to teach and assess. Their purpose is to indicate to the student what they are 

learning that day. Good learning intentions that are aligned with standards invite stu-

dents into learning. Further, they allow them to establish goals for their own learning. 

Learning intentions do not need to be shared at the outset of the lesson, but at some 

point, students should know what they are expected to learn. 

There are several aspects that are valuable when creating learning intentions. The 

reason we focus on them in a book on assessment relates to their value in allowing 

teachers to choose the size and type of the tool to be used. In other words, the learn-

ing intention (and success criteria) guide the selection of the tools used to determine 

students’ understanding and mastery. Without learning intentions, school can become 

a list of tasks to complete. In that case, the assessments are divorced from the learning 

and students often experience a “gotcha” feeling because they were not sure what 

they were supposed to learn, and the assessments feel like a trap. Figure 5 includes a 

number of considerations for creating learning intentions.
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LEARNING INTENTIONS CHECKLIST

Learning Intentions should Learning Intentions should not

Be written in language that students 

understand

Restate the standard or objective

Be written in first person (student 

perspective)

Be written in third person (teacher 

perspective)

Include key concepts or vocabulary Include a strategy (what the students are 

doing)

Include what the students are learning Include a measure of assessment

Focus only on the tasks to be completed

There are many ways to write learning intentions, and often teachers get bogged down 

in the details of how to write a perfect learning intention. As a matter of fact, writing any 

learning intention is fundamentally better than not including a learning intention at all. We 

recognize there is a spectrum of experiences and expertise with learning intentions. We 

encourage you to just start and not compare yourself with others. Think about the three 

clarity questions from the last cookie and try to help students answer the first question: 

What am I learning today? When students are clear about what they are learning, they 

are more likely to be engaged. As you grapple with writing learning intentions, you will 

come across multiple ways to write them. In many ways, the style of learning intention 

does not matter. What does matter is whether they follow the parameters mentioned 

above. In our examples, you will notice that we use the stems I am learning . . . and We 

WITHOUT LEARNING 
INTENTIONS, SCHOOL 

CAN BECOME 
A LIST OF TASKS 
TO COMPLETE. 


