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The best tool I’ve found for this is sentence stems, which if framed well, can act 

as a mentor and comfort blanket for students who need them and still provide 

the space for even the most advanced students to say what they feel needs to 

be said. Figure 5.8 provides a few of my favorite stems for new peer responders, 

which I often put on the board during early sessions for students to use.

When you see a clear strength:

One of this paper’s major strengths is __________. A good example of this from the 
paper is _________.

When you see an area in need of work:

One of the areas that needs potential work in the revision is _________ because 
_________. A way to improve this is __________.

When you see something you like:

I liked when you said ________ because __________.

When you are confused:

Can you tell me more about __________?

FIGURE 5.8 • Sentence Stems for New Peer Responders

Gradual Release.

As students get more and more accustomed to peer response, the need for 

protocols and stems will grow less and less until students reach a tipping point 

where the protocols and stems can start to restrict thinking more than they 

facilitate it. That is why it’s important to fade out these structures over time. 

There is no set timeline for doing this—it depends on the class dynamics and the 

students—but I do go through the same stages: Move from protocols and heavy 

stem usage, to protocols with more open-ended responses, to more organic 

collaboration with a blend of stems and open-ended responses, to true organic 

peer response without protocols or stems.




