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FIGURES 5.5 • The Strengths

to appreciate my mom’s cooking. Coming from such a unique multicultural family 
meant that the food we ate came from all over the world. My mom is an excellent 
chef that never fails to prepare a delicious meal for us. I never grew up eating the 
way my friends ate, and learning to appreciate that was the first step in my life to 
appreciating and embracing my background. The food was a patchwork of styles 
and flavours, everything from steaming Pierogi to chilled Gazpacho soup. Food is a 
thread connecting my family together.

Strengths: Specific Word Choice; Repeated Themes

I love your word choice. The way that you seek out interesting words and word 
combinations like “patchwork of people,” “transatlantic threads,” and “steaming 
pierogi and chilled gazpacho” takes this to the next level. Also, I like that you repeat 
themes of things being tied together, the world, and describing specific foods. In 
fact, you might even be able to add more of this to make it even better!

WATCH ME COMMENT SLIDE #4

I never grew up anywhere. When people ask me where I am from, I can only help to 
dread the over recited monologue of complicated family history. My mom is from 
Katowice Poland. My dad is from Sevilla Spain. My sister was born in America. I was 
born in Canada. My family is a multinational and multilingual patchwork of people 
knit together by a network of transatlantic threads. Throughout my life I have been 
surrounded by a jumble of different cultures and experiences that I learned to 
appreciate and let shape the way I view the world around me.

What’s for dinner? I can say with certainty that this very question plagued my mom 
throughout my childhood. Everyday I would ask, and everyday there seemed to be 
an entirely and sometimes surprising new answer. As a child I envied my friends at 
school who ate pizza all the time for dinner. I would hungrily peer into my classmate’s 
lunch boxes packed with chips, lunchables, and other foods that seemed like 
incredible feasts in my plate-sized eyes. It was not until recently that I really began 
to appreciate my mom’s cooking. Coming from such a unique multicultural family 
meant that the food we ate came from all over the world. My mom is an excellent 
chef that never fails to prepare a delicious meal for us. I never grew up eating the 
way my friends ate, and learning to appreciate that was the first step in my life to 
appreciating and embracing my background. The food was a patchwork of styles 
and flavors, everything from steaming Pierogi to chilled Gazpacho soup. Food is a 
thread connecting my family together.

Things to Work on: Unclear/choppy lines; Transitions

(Continued)
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PROVIDE PLENTY OF PRACTICE

Where students really learn peer response is by getting their hands dirty, 

practicing again and again and again. I can’t think of a writing center, 

secondary or postsecondary, that would ever have new reviewers critique actual 

student writing without also grappling with practice papers in a wide range of 

approaches, styles, and levels of execution. The good news from our perspective 

is that these practice papers can simultaneously fill two important roles: They 

can teach students to become better responders to each other’s work, and they 

can push students to dive deeper into the valuable mentor texts that we would 

share with them even if we weren’t going to do peer response.

Regarding what to work on, there are occasionally some lines that came across 
to me as hard to understand or choppy. I highlighted them in green to help. The 
second paragraph also has a lot of sudden transitions. To fix this, I might try to 
reorder it. My suggestion is to start with the line, “I never grew up eating the way my 
friends ate . . . ,” follow this with a description of how they ate, and then end with 
how you ate and how you learned to appreciate it eventually.

FIGURE 5.6 • The Growth Areas

(Continued)

What types of papers  
make the best practice papers?

There are three keys to finding good practice papers:

1. Use papers where you have student approval. Even when anonymous and from 
previous classes (both of which I recommend), students can find out about and be hurt 
by the unauthorized dissection of their work in front a class.

2. To build a stable of papers, simply ask students at the end of the semester if they can 
bring in copies for future class modeling and response practice. I find students are 
happy to share. Just be sure there are no identifying details.

3. Use good or goodish model papers instead of great papers. Having all great models is 
what Kelly Gallagher (2006) calls “The Grecian Urn Approach” (p. 52), when we show 
students lots of flawless papers, or Grecian Urns, many may infer that we expect that 
level of perfection from them, too. That can scare and intimidate students, which we 
know can negatively affect their own writing and identities.




