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Self-Assessment

Gottlieb (2016) describes a variety of ways that MLs can be 
involved in assessing their learning. She suggests that having 
students take the lead in preparing for and leading student–
teacher conferences can be a strong tool for fostering stu-
dent responsibility for their learning. In order to prepare for 
these conferences, MLs need an opportunity to practice the 
language that they can use to talk about their work and their 
learning goals. With scaffolded support for discussions, MLs 
can also build their self-assessment strategies by talking about 
their work with peers. Figure 5.5, Sentence Stems for Talking 
About Student Work, provides examples of the types of sen-
tence stems that you can give MLs to support them in reflect-
ing on their work. Prior to peer discussions or student-led 
conferences, you could have students complete these sentence 
stems in their journal or on a graphic organizer. These stems 
can be adapted to be appropriate for students of different ages.

Figure 5.5 Sentence Stems for Talking About Student Work

The learning objective for this task was to . . .

In this work, I wanted to demonstrate . . .

In order to demonstrate . . . , I . . .

Something I think I did well was . . .

Something that was challenging for me was . . .

Something I might do differently next time is . . .

Something I have a question about is . . .

I enjoyed . . .

Self-assessments that include standards-referenced criteria, or 
criterion-referenced exemplars, can be a useful tool to support 
student engagement in self-assessment (Gottlieb, 2016). For 
example, students can use a checklist to identify if they have 
met certain criteria or rate themselves on whether they were 
able to meet certain skills. Younger MLs or MLs of lower lan-
guage proficiency levels might indicate yes or no, select smiley 
or frowny faces, or provide responses in their home language. 
You can also use self-assessments to build students’ meta-
cognitive understanding of their learning (Gottlieb, 2016).  




