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FIGURE 5.4 � PLANNING FRAMEWORK FOR CREATING ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS USING SOCIAL 
JUSTICE STANDARDS

DOMAIN ESSENTIAL QUESTION ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS TO EXPLORE

Identity How does this tension apply to 
the self?

	• What do I know about this tension?

	• What perspectives do I have about this tension?

	• What experiences in my life have shaped this perspective and how?

Diversity How does this tension apply or 
relate to others?

	• What do others know about or view this tension or theme?

	• What are others’ varied perspectives about this tension?

	• How have their experiences shaped their perspectives and how?

Justice How does this tension exist in 
society and systems?

	• In what ways do we see this tension reflected in society?

	• In what ways does this tension manifest itself in larger societal norms, which 
may be fair or unfair?

Action How can we act to address this 
tension?

	• What would action look like that addresses this tension?

	• What can we do to make a difference? 


