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INVOLVE MLs IN SETTING 
GOALS FOR THEIR LEARNING

In order to incorporate self- and peer assessment into your teach-
ing, an important first step is to support MLs in understanding 
their strengths and areas for growth more broadly and to set 
individual learning goals. EL educator Emily Francis explains 
that she begins each school year by having students review 
their language assessment scores and set goals for their language 
development using general descriptors of what students at vary-
ing levels of proficiency level can do (Francis, 2019). Because 
Emily teaches in North Carolina, a state that uses the WIDA 
ACCESS for ELLs assessment, she provides students with their 
ACCESS score reports and Can Do Descriptors for their grade 
level (Francis, 2017). Emily also creates progress reports that she 
sends home to families in their home languages that are based 
on these same descriptors. By developing common language 
that is understood and shared with students and families, every-
one can have a shared vision for what progress looks like and 
what the student learning goals are for the year.

Some educators have adapted the WIDA Can Do Descriptors to 
develop student-friendly versions. Figure 5.4, Student-Friendly 
Descriptors for Recounting, is an example of how you might use 
the Can Do Descriptors to develop student-friendly goals that 
can support students in thinking about their abilities in each 
of the four skills (speaking, listening, reading, and writing) and 
identifying steps that they can take to foster language devel-
opment. Even if your state does not use WIDA standards, you 
can adapt your state’s English language proficiency framework 
to ensure it is more student-friendly and share it with students.

Figure 5.4 Student-Friendly Descriptors for Recounting

ELP Level 1 ELP Level 2 ELP Level 3 ELP Level 4 ELP Level 5
I can . . .

•	 Answer WH 
questions 
(who, what, 
when, where, 
how)

I can . . .

•	 Tell the 
main point 
from a class 
conversation

I can . . .

•	 Connect ideas 
using transition 
words when 
talking about 
science

I can . . .

•	 Summarize 
the main ideas 
and key details 
of information 
that I hear

I can . . .

•	 Present oral 
reports that 
synthesize 
information 
from more than 
one source

Source: Adapted from Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System. (2017). WIDA Can Do Descriptors, Key Uses 
Edition Grades 6–8, p. 4. https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/CanDo-KeyUses-Gr-6-8.pdf




