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As students gain skill and confidence in making choices, you 
can extend the options for the types of choices that you give 
them. Figure 5.3, the Tic-Tac-Toe Assessment, is an example 
of a choice board that you could give students after they com-
plete a story. Students can be asked to finish a certain number 
of tasks or complete a series of tasks in a row. In this way, 
while giving students some choice you can also adapt the 
types of tasks you have students take part in and the scaffolds  
that you provide so as to meet students’ needs and foster  
students’ growth.

Figure 5.3 Tic-Tac-Toe Assessment

Draw a picture to provide a 
different ending to the story.

Record yourself retelling the  
story using pictures or a  
graphic organizer. 

Place pictures of the story in 
order and write captions for each 
picture. Use your story glossary. 

Write a poem that describes the 
setting of the story. Use your 
story glossary. 

Create a comic strip to illustrate 
the conclusion of a story. 

Write a paragraph describing the 
main character of the story. Use 
your story glossary. 

Use a Venn diagram to compare 
and contrast two characters in 
the story. 

Analyze five illustrations of the 
story and decide which best 
represents the climax. Explain 
why you chose that picture to  
a classmate. 

Answer questions about the 
story on the computer. Use your 
graphic organizer. 

!

In this chapter, we have described how to give students choice 
in their learning. Another critical piece of student-centered 
learning is the important role that students can have in setting 
goals for and assessing their own learning. We often find that 
students are left out of these critical conversations, which are 
crucial in building their voice in their own learning.




