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Don’t be fooled by these pseudostatements. If their tone is inviting 
a response from you, they are really asking a question—and by the 
nature of the disguise, it is almost always a stop-thinking question. 
Focusing on the consequences of responding to their statement 
quickly helps you discern the intention behind the question. Are they 
trying to get you to help them to stop or keep thinking? If in doubt, 
assume it is to get you to help them stop thinking.

Students can be very 
persistent in their 

efforts to get you to 
help them reduce 

their workload, and 
how you respond to 

this is important.

What turned out to be more difficult was figuring out 
what to do in place of answering a proximity or stop-
thinking question. Students can be very persistent 
in their efforts to get you to help them reduce their 
workload, and how you respond to this is important.

Working with a team of eight teachers, we came up 
with a list of 10 things to say in response to a proximity 
or stop-thinking question.

1. Isn’t that interesting?

2. Can you find something else?

3. Can you show me how you did that?

4. Is that always true?

5. Why do you think that is?

Figure 5.2 Elementary students ask questions as teachers approach 
their work stations.
Source: Photo courtesy of Sheri Stashick. Used with permission.
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