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which students could be vulnerable. They also emphasized the 
role of storytelling as a tool for social change. According to 
Green, writing about yourself, your family, and your culture—
while incredibly rewarding—can also be challenging at times, 
and that there is benefit in being able to engage in this type of 
writing over an extended period of time (M. Green, personal 
communication, September 24, 2020).

Figure 5.2  Excerpt From Origin Hungry by Maya Green

“Freedom Times”

Granmama, tell me the happiest you remember feeling.

I’ll say I was a child, ten, twelve.

All the cousins, I’ll say five or six, and

my brothers and sisters, we’d run.

Uncle George had a big hill. We used to race up,

race down, our bodies almost remembering

what it was to fly—feet sliding before

ankles, arms spread like wings—

but they forgot last second, and we rolled

down, cloth and skin smeared with earth

and green. And berry juice, dripping down

our chins, blush-red like blood and

it didn’t matter. What I looked like,

what I had on. I was a young child.

I was just free . . .

Source: Green, 2020, p. 31.

As you gain a better understanding of your students, you will 
be better equipped to build in learning opportunities that 
allow for student choice.

Building in Opportunities  
for Student Choice

Another characteristic of a classroom climate that is open to 
student-centered learning and allows for opportunities for 
students to build on their own learning preferences is stu-
dent choice. Student choice should be thoughtfully planned 
and implemented in order to build student autonomy and 




