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the cultural and linguistic background of the student that you 
are shadowing.

Having the freedom to spend an entire day observing a single 
student is an incredible luxury. However, it can also be a pow-
erful tool to identify the priorities for culturally responsive 
instruction that we discussed in Chapter 2. If you aren’t able to 
shadow a student for an entire day by yourself, consider hav-
ing a team shadow a student. If you are a preservice teacher, 
taking part in a day of ML shadowing can provide an excellent 
opportunity for considering the extent to which what you are 
learning about in your studies is reflected in the schools.

Figure 5.15 ML Shadowing
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Source: Adapted from Soto, I. (2012). ELL Shadowing as a Catalyst for Change. ELL shadowing protocol form, p. 119. Corwin.

Step 3: Develop a professional learning 
community (PLC) framed around student-
centered learning and assessment.

Invite a group of interested educators to take part in a CRT 
PLC. As a group, decide what the focus of your PLC will be. 
For example, you might do a book study in which you read a 




