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In one project, students were shown videos of traditional stories 
(like a digital comic book) narrated by indigenous elders with 
illustrations by indigenous artists. These digital stories served as 
models for students to create their own stories. Students reported 
that their engagement with digital storytelling “increased their 
understanding of themselves and their integral relationship 
with their community. They felt empowered because it taught 
them to think critically of their personal histories in relation to 
the existing power structures” (Waddell & Clariza, 2018, p. 231).

Figure 5.11 Digital Storytelling Examples and Supports

Type of Project 
and Content 
Area(s)

Project 
Description Possible Supports

Photo and sound 
montage

English language arts 
(ELA)

Students create a 
PowerPoint presentation that 
includes a photo and sound 
montage to respond to a 
poem or story. The images 
and sounds can represent 
key phrases in the poems or 
themes of the poem or story.

Consider modeling this activity with a single 
sentence or phrase. You can give students 
several images and ask them to select which 
one they feel best represents the phrase and 
why. Additional scaffolding could include a 
graphic organizer for organizing ideas, sentence 
stems to talk about connections between 
images or sounds and ideas, and pair work.

Autobiography

ELA

Students use images, 
sounds, and text to share an 
autobiographical event.

Model this activity with your own example. 
Additional scaffolding could include a graphic 
organizer for organizing ideas and sentence 
stems to talk about connections between 
images or sounds and ideas.

Visual history

Social studies

Students create a visual 
history of the community 
to represent how it has 
changed and its members’ 
relationship with various 
aspects of the community. 
Students can interview 
community members as part 
of this activity.

Consider introducing this activity by having 
students look at historical pictures of their 
communities and talk about what they see. 
Students can work in groups to tell the story 
of a particular aspect of their community’s 
history (e.g., a changing downtown, 
employment in a factory). Additional 
scaffolding could include a graphic organizer 
for organizing ideas, sentence stems to 
talk about connections between images or 
sounds and ideas, and group work.

Docudrama

Social studies or science

Students research a time 
period from the perspective 
of a person who lived at that 
time and write a script from 
the individual’s perspective. 
Students can be asked to 
include a certain number of 
historical facts. Students could 
also do a similar activity from 
the perspective of a famous 
scientist and public response 
to their theory or discovery.

You could model this activity in a low-tech 
way by having students learn about and  
role-play different historical figures.

Additional scaffolding could include a  
graphic organizer for organizing ideas, 
sentence stems to talk about connections 
between images or sounds and ideas, and 
group work.
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To engage your students in digital storytelling, have them 
begin by generating an idea and researching their topic. Next, 
they should create an outline of their idea, compile the digital 
media that they will use, and map out their story. Finally, they 
can create the digital story (Alrubail, 2015a, 2015b). In consid-
ering how to support MLs with a digital storytelling project, be 
sure to provide models of what you are looking for and make 
sure that students understand the criteria that will be used to 
evaluate their project. Also, consider what scaffolding they 
might need to complete the task (e.g., pair work, graphic orga-
nizer to organize ideas, academic language support). Also, plan 
how you will have students share their digital stories and how 
you will offer feedback to students. Consider how you might 
provide an opportunity for students to reflect on their process 
and final product. Figure 5.11, Digital Storytelling Examples 
and Supports, outlines how you might use digital storytelling 
in different content areas and strategies for introducing the 
idea to students and possible supports you might provide.

Oral language Activities

Well-planned oral language activities that support collab-
orative, academic discussions can be strong tools to foster  
student-centered learning and culturally responsive teaching. 
However, without proper structure and support, MLs will be 
less likely to engage in the oral language tasks if they are not 

Type of Project 
and Content 
Area(s)

Project 
Description Possible Supports

Model

Science or math

Students create a digital 
product that includes images 
and narration to provide 
a model of a particular 
concept. For example, 
students might demonstrate 
a food chain in a particular 
habitat or develop a real-life 
problem to model a particular 
mathematic concept.

Model each of the steps that students would 
need to take to develop this. Additional 
scaffolding could include explicit instruction 
of content vocabulary, a graphic organizer 
for organizing ideas, sentence stems to 
talk about connections between images or 
sounds and ideas, and group work.

Source: Adapted from Hernandez, 2015, and Tech4Learning, n.d.
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