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Digital Storytelling

Digital storytelling can be an engaging way to give voice to 
MLs’ experience as well as foster creativity and critical thinking 
(Alrubail, 2015a, 2015b). It can provide an opportunity for MLs 
to reflect on and share their stories through the use of such mul-
timedia tools as images, music, audio recordings, and family pho-
tos (Alrubail, 2015a, 2015b). Waddell and Clariza (2018) write, 
“Digital storytelling . . . empowers learners by encouraging them 
to use prior knowledge and orality as a form of literacy” (p. 230).

Figure 5.10 Planning for Storytelling in a Lesson

Lesson topic:

Learning objectives:

Summary of story (1–2 sentences):

Hook:

Climax:

Purpose:

Scaffolding (e.g., visuals, actions, preteaching vocabulary):

Follow-up activity:

•	 Pair or small-group discussion of takeaway

•	 Role-play or case study

•	 Individual reflection

•	 Providing an ending

•	 Other:




