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Use joint reasoning when you find that data entries build a theory 
or a position (Figure 4.7). The logic for this map is additive in 
nature. Notice that the individual datum each entry represents 
does not justify the conclusion on its own merit. Only when the 
entries combine can the conclusion be made. The data are parts 
that together make up a theory or position.

 Figure 4.7  Joint Reasoning
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Activity 2. Organizing the Information and Building Claims

Applying the previously discussed reasoning patterns as warranting 
schemes to your evidence groups will produce justified claims. To create a 
simple claim, transcribe your work on the tally matrix section, as shown in 
Figure 4.8.

1. Begin by reviewing each data grouping by evidence category. 
Examine how the data fit together. Then, apply the correct reason-
ing pattern to each evidence group.

2. Record the reasoning pattern (warranting scheme) for each data 
group in Column 6 of your tally matrix.

3. Find the conclusion deduced from each of the organized patterns 
of evidence. Write it as a declarative sentence. This is your claim.

4. In Column 7, write the claim or assertion created by the evidence.

5. After completing your claim statements, evaluate the acceptability 
of each claim. Is it on point, powerful, supportable, and clearly 
stated? (Refer to the section on acceptability of claims and Figure 2.3 
in Chapter 2.)

6. Record your claim evaluation in Column 8.

The preliminary work of building simple arguments is complete. You 
have organized and gathered your information into strong bodies of evi-
dence that produced acceptable claims. Now find the connections that 
exist among the simple claims in order to build the complex argument for 
what is known about the research subject.


