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Chain Reasoning

Chain reasoning is another pattern researchers widely use in building an 
argument. Serial in nature, it begins by citing one or more reasons that 
justify a conclusion. It uses a one-on-one reasoning pattern as its foundation. 
The conclusion of the first pattern then becomes the evidence for the sec-
ond conclusion. This line of logic continues until the final conclusion has 
been warranted. Here is the diagram for a chain-reasoning pattern:

(R1 ∴ C1) + (C1 ∴ C2) + (C2 ∴C3) + . . . (Cn-1) ∴ Cn.

Notice that this pattern forms as if you were making a daisy chain 
(Figure 4.6). Each link of the chain becomes the premise for arguing 
the next conclusion. The thought pattern is, “If this, then that; 
because of a, then b; because of b, then c.” Each conclusion thus 
becomes the reason that builds the next conclusion, continuing the 
reasoning pattern.

You can use chain reasoning to link or develop connections among 
reasons to form an overall conclusion. In chain reasoning, the 
claim of one set of data will have a bearing on the claim of another 
set of data. These linkages can be a qualification of one claim on 
another, a causal connection between claims, an association 
between claims, or an evolutionary connection of one claim to the 

 Figure 4.5  Side-by-Side Reasoning: The Convergent Map
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