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Figure 4.4 A teacher fields questions from a group in a defronted classroom.

What do I do about my desk? Where do I put it when 
there is no front?

Most teachers have their desk at what has been 
conventionally called the front of the class. In a 

defronted classroom, it can go anywhere. However, as part 
of the defronting process, it should be moved to another 
part of the room. Otherwise the students will continue to 
think of where it is placed as the front. Place it somewhere 
near what used to be the back, but make sure it does not block any 
vertical surfaces you may wish to use.

What do I do about my projector (or interactive white board or 
clock)? It is currently fixed at what used to be the front of the room.

There is often not much that can be done about moving these 
remnants of a fronted classroom. If you can, move it to another 

wall. Otherwise live with it. The important thing is not to reinforce 
these as the front. Don’t leave a projector (or interactive white board) 
on unless you are using it. And when it is on, make sure that, as much 
as possible, you are somewhere else in the room. That is, use your 
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