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of desks and tables was neither straight nor symmetrical and where 
chairs were placed in such a way that the room was not fronted. Our 
investigations, in this regard, consisted of two experiments, the first 
of which was to show students pictures of a classroom where desks, 
tables, and chairs were arranged in non-straight, non-symmetrical, and 
defronted fashions (see Figure 4.3). Most students reacted positively 
to these pictures. Whether students liked or disliked the pictures, 
however, all students predicted the teacher to be fun and relaxed, and 
all students thought that there would be a lot of student activity.

Figure 4.2 Orderly classroom. Figure 4.3 Defronted classroom.

We only needed 
to defront a room 

in order to also 
destraighten and 
desymmetrize it.

A second result that emerged from this experi ment 
was that we only needed to defront a room in order 
to also destraighten and desymmetrize it, as long as 
we defined defronting as ensuring that every chair in 
the room was facing a different compass direction. 
Doing so automatically ensured that there would be 
no straight or symme trical furniture placement.

Our second experiment was to actually teach in such defronted 
spaces. Using random groups and vertical non-permanent surfaces 
added further constraints to the placement of the furniture. First, 
we needed to arrange the desks and/or tables in such a fashion that 
groups of three could sit together. Second, we needed to also make 
sure there was room around the perimeter of the room for groups of 
three to have easy access to the vertical non-permanent surfaces as 
students worked, discussed, and moved around the room.

Source: Photo courtesy of Alex Overwijk.  
Used with permission.
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