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R1, R2, R3, R4 . . . Rn ∴ CA ^ R1, R2, R3, R4 . . . Rn ∴ CB.

As with side-by-side reasoning, cite expert opinions, research studies, 
statistics, expert testimony, and other data to build an evidentiary pattern 
for the first claim group (A). The set of data from the next claim group (B) is 
also presented. Look at the differences and likenesses between the data pre-
sented, and compare and contrast the two side-by-side arguments. You can 
graphically represent this reasoning by using a Venn diagram (Figure 4.10).
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Venn diagrams map the connections between two or more data groups. 
They are commonly used when charting the relationships between theoretical 
data, opposing positions, two populations, or alternative methods. Each 
circle in the Venn diagram represents one body of evidence. Once you have 
described each claim, you can easily show the commonalities of the combined 
claims by noting those parts of each claim that fall inside the circles’ intersec-
tion. To see the differences, note those parts that fall outside the intersection.

The Discovery Argument: Putting It All Together

You should now understand the reasoning used to warrant and map both 
simple and complex arguments. How do we construct and depict the 
discovery argument? The complex argument, as defined in Chapter 2, 
provides the framework for understanding how the discovery argument is 
made. Figure 4.11 below shows how the complex argument is built. The 
literature is surveyed in Tasks 1 and 2. Data are assembled in Task 1 and 
categorized into main ideas or elements in Task 2. These become the evi-
dence for a simple claim(s). In Task 3, the patterns of the data are organized 


