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 Essentially the goal of reframing our thinking around multiple-choice exams 

in distance learning is to remove the ability for students to cheat to get 

the answer. 

2. Create questions where students will have to justify their response. 

A simple strategy to reduce a potential exam security breach would be to 

have students justify their response on the multiple-choice exam. Along 

with a multiple-choice answer sheet, students will also have to complete a 

response justification form (see Figure 30). The QR code will also take you 

to a sample Google Doc of the form. We can choose to have students justify 

their response for all questions or a selection. Naturally that decision is up 

to the classroom teacher. By having students complete these forms along 

with their answers, we can gain more insight into their understanding of 

the assessment. This strategy can also create an equitable platform for our 

students who struggle with multiple-choice exams. Oftentimes we find our 

students understand the content, and skills that are required to perform well 

on an assessment, but they end up getting a wrong answer. The justification 

of their answers can give us insight into their thought process as they were 

answering the question. Just like that our evaluation of learning can become 

an assessment for learning. 

Scan this QR code 

to view a sample 

exam justification 

form.
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RESPONSE JUSTIFICATION FORM

Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Date: ____________________________________________________________________

Exam Title: _______________________________________________________________

Question Response

Justification for response chosen:


