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4. Review the maps. Now that you have a general idea about the 
basic information addressing your topic, do you need to revise 
your topic statement? If so, rewrite the topic statement to reflect 
your new topic understanding.

Mapping by Core Idea

A core idea map isolates each of the core ideas of the preliminary topic as 
a central idea. These maps answer the question, “What is known about this 
subject?”

 Figure 3.9  Core Idea Map
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Review the model in Figure 3.9. Notice the core idea, or descriptor, is 
in the center and serves as the central idea or theme of the map. Each of 
the categories or parts that make up the core idea should be sketched as a 
subsidiary, or supporting, idea. These parts can be different theoretical 
positions, or they can be definitional or descriptive categories. Various 
arrangements are possible, such as type, theme, or chronology, depending 
on what makes the most sense given the particular research question. 
Break down each of the subsidiary ideas into individual categories, such 
as research studies, theories, definitions, or examples. You may also fur-
ther break down individual parts. How you depict each of these maps 
will depend on the core idea and the parts that define it. The key to the 


