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LETTER WRITING

This is an idea that I got from Tracy Anderson (2006), author of Purposeful Writing 

and a dear colleague who teaches down the hall at my school. Every quarter, 

Tracy has her students write a letter to her about how they are doing as people 

and students. Figure 3.8 shows an example of the format.

I have also included a series of downloadable letter prompts on the companion 

website at resources.corwin.com/flashfeedback.

The idea behind this is simple, but the results are remarkable. While it never uses 

the word reflection, what this assignment does (beyond provide a treasure-trove 

of information about each student’s evolving interests, mindset, and reaction 

to the class) is it gets them reflecting on the lessons and assignments from the 

class. To further encourage them to revisit specific lessons and assignments, I 

give students class time and suggest that they take out their writer’s notebook, 

QUARTER TWO LETTER

Our first quarter is already in the books, and I want to hear how it went. For the 
first assignment of the second quarter, please write me a roughly one-page letter 
covering the following topics:

•	 How are you doing? What have been the most interesting and exciting 
parts of your life this quarter? What accomplishments or goals have you 
reached since September? What aspirations and dreams do you have for the 
next quarter?

•	 How are you doing with your writing? How have you grown as a writer 
since the beginning of the course? What specific triumphs have you had? 
Where are you still struggling as a writer? What do you hope to learn about 
writing in the next quarter?

•	 How are you doing with your reading? What books have you read this fall? 
What books are next? How have you felt about the books covered in class? 
What were your favorites? Which ones did you not connect to as much?

In the letter, you do not need to answer every question and can feel free to organize 
the letter any way that you want. Also, I am definitely more interested in specifics 
than vague answers (for example, don’t just say, “I’m a better writer.” Instead say 
something like, “I realized that I used mostly short sentences, which made my writing 
choppy. In my narrative, I did a much better job of varying my sentences, which I 
think gave it a smoother feel!”).

FIGURE 3.8 • A letter Example




