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As you prepare to do the literature search, consult with your research 
librarian for coaching on the use of the electronic resources your university 
provides and which resources will provide the best fit for your search.

One note of caution before leaving this topic: Many of the journals 
provided through university electronic databases connect directly with 
personal research databases, such as EndNote, Citation, and RefWorks. 
This means that you can cite a journal, transfer its abstract, and catalog its 
contents with one click of a mouse. The good news is that you can docu-
ment and catalog this information quickly. The bad news is that little, if 
any, of this knowledge transfers to your consciousness. Make use of the 
great improvements electronic databases provide to the task of searching, 
but take the time to understand and internalize the meaning of your infor-
mation as you collect the data. Keep written notes and memoranda on 
your research, including online research.
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EBSCO Using several research databases, e-books, and e-journals, 
EBSCO provides an information service that covers several 
different subject areas in the social sciences. 

GALE GALE offers a virtual reference library of encyclopedias, 
e-books, and monographs in its Gale Virtual Reference 
Library. GALE Infotrac provides full indexing and text export 
for periodicals across multiple disciplines. 

JSTOR JSTOR is a digital library containing academic journals, 
books, and primary sources in both digital and print formats 
in the areas of social science, literature, education, the fi ne 
arts, mathematics, and science. 

PROQUEST ProQuest is a collection of databases covering international 
literature in social sciences, providing an index and full text 
for articles from over 1,000 social science journals.

SAGE PREMIER SAGE is a database providing access to over 650 peer-
reviewed full text journals published by SAGE in the multiple 
academic disciplines including social science and 
humanities.

WORLDCAT/
FIRSTSEARCH 

WORLDCAT is a central indexing system that includes 2,000 
e-content collections containing articles, e-books, and other 
contents from databases, including EBSCO, GALE, and 
PROQUEST, linking over 1 billion electronic, digital, and 
physical resources from libraries worldwide.


