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Here is how it works. Select a key idea from your preliminary topic 
statement and break it down by its key terms. Using the key terms as 
descriptors, combine the descriptors with the Boolean operators (and, or, 
not) to frame the search question. Use the operator and between two key 
terms to narrow the search selection. For example, say you are conducting 
a search about the key idea, “What is the nature of human intelligence?” 
Using three key terms—theories, human, and intelligence—a Boolean search 
might be “theories and human and intelligence.” Notice that you can nar-
row the query by linking the two descriptors together to match the key 
idea. You can also narrow the search by author and subject: “Gardner and 
Wexler and Terman and intelligence.” In this case, you are designing a 
query to find what these three theorists have to say about intelligence.

The Boolean operator not excludes terms from the search. Again using 
the previous key idea on theories of intelligence, you would query the 
database as follows: “theories and intelligence not emotional.” This query 
will search for theories of intelligence and exclude any works that refer-
ence the word emotional in the text. When possible, avoid using the 
operator not because it tends to exclude documents you could actually use.

Using the Boolean operator or expands or broadens the query. The 
principal use here is to include similar ideas. For example, suppose you are 
exploring the key idea of the cultural bias of standardized tests. Frame the 
query in the following manner: “cultural bias and standardized tests or 
assessments or testing.” Here you expand the query to include more 
descriptors that could well provide important banks of information about 
the key idea. Mix and match the Boolean operators to best fit the key idea 
of the search. You may need to use a trial-and-error method of framing the 
descriptors and operators into a statement in order to produce the needed 
result. Figure 3.6 summarizes the use of Boolean operators.
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Use the Internet and Your University’s Virtual Library

You will probably be using the Internet for data gathering as part of your 
literature search. The Internet has quickly become a necessary storehouse 


