
67Step 3: Search the Literature

Begin the scan by doing a query of the reference databases that 
match the focus, vantage point, and content of the literature you are 
studying. For example, let’s assume that you have identified your 
research interest as theories of intelligence and that your selected van-
tage point is cognitive psychology. You might begin the search by 
querying online using Google Scholar. Using the keywords “intelligence 
theory” would produce hundreds of references. To filter out irrelevant 
sites, refer to your preliminary topic statement and the information gen-
erated from the subject-area encyclopedia and handbook queries. 
Quickly peruse the remaining items noting titles, authors, publication 
names, and dates of publication, as appropriate. The resulting informa-
tion will provide an initial overview of the authors and texts that can be 
used in the literature search. You might even explore the most relevant 
citations to gather additional search data. Search engines such as Google 
Scholar provide listings for books, articles, dictionaries and more. You 
will have a wide range of potential research materials. To navigate this 
resource efficiently, use the qualifiers, preliminary topic statement, and 
reference definitions as guides to find the relevant information about 
your topic. Do not select citations to review by relying on what shows 
up first on the Web page.

This work will provide a starting point that might well lead to searches 
of each research database type as listed in Figure 3.5. Search directories are 
databases that use a query to obtain information. The most common query 
uses Boolean logic to frame the database search. A Boolean search uses key-
words connected by the logical operators and, or, and not to define the 
search of the database. Using a combination of keywords and one or more 
of the Boolean operators, you can focus the query and narrow the search 
to a specific area of interest.

Literature type Database

Books, subjects, authors
• Library catalogs
• Online public access catalogs

Refereed journals, subject 
periodicals

• Library based and online subject 
indices and abstracts

Theses and dissertations • Dissertation abstracts

Trade magazines, popular 
magazines, newspapers

• Online indices
• Web query

Websites and blogs • Online search engines and databases
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