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seek out various types of topic content, theoretical foundations and defini-
tions, discussion and debate, current issues, field problems, and functional 
applications. Literature sources are usually categorized by these content 
types and are in chronological order of publication. You can place content 
types in a sequence based on specific content, publication type, and publi-
cation time frame (Figure 3.4).

Different literature sources contain different categories of information. 
You would not look at trade magazines to search for the theoretical foun-
dations of a topic, nor would you search definitive texts for recent issues 
or practices. The strategy for each scanning session should consider the 
information category needed and the suitable research database that con-
tains that literature type.
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An academic literature review for practitioners most often demands 
that you seek both theoretical and field-based knowledge. Use current 
field-based literature to decide the issues, significance, and relevance of 
the study. The theoretical literature clearly defines the topic and provides 
the knowledge base for understanding the topic’s depth and breadth. A 
search for the most recent data (see Figure 3.4) can help you gather infor-
mation dealing with topic significance and relevance to a particular 
academic body of knowledge or professional practice. Specific databases 
contain different literature types. Figure 3.5 provides a categorical listing 
of databases by literature type. For an up-to-date listing of databases that 
directly address the specific academic discipline of the study, confer with 
a research librarian or consult the library’s online database directory.


