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are predictably the lowest-performing group at every income level. Second, there 
is an astonishing achievement disparity between Black and White students who 
are equally poor. Third, we see that poorer White students actually outperform 
middle-income Black and Brown students. Consequently, even if we were to 
extrapolate the data to students in families with incomes of $200,000—clearly 
a greatly diminished pool of Black and Brown families—racial disparity would 
most likely persist. Back in 2005, when I made this prediction about what we 
would see if we extrapolated the data in this way, some readers disputed my 
hypothesis, believing instead that such high family incomes, regardless of the race 
of the family, would serve as an equalizing factor in terms of student achievement. 
In this third edition of Courageous Conversations About Race, I am able to again 
display 2011 SAT data (College Board, 2010–2011; see Figure 3.2) that prove my 
point and validate my previous prediction about the power of race over income. 
In this data set, the College Board also offers readers a more expanded view of 
racial factors by including American Indian students in the analysis. The fact that 
these underserved students were not represented in the 1995 study highlights the 
issue of invisibility facing American Indians, which research indicates to be our 
lowest-achieving school-age population (Editorial Projects in Education Research 
Center, 2011; Grigg et al., 2010; National Center for Education Statistics, 2013).

Figure 3.2 2011 Average SAT Scores by Parental Income and Race/Ethnicity
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Source: Data derived from “College-Bound Seniors 2010 and 2011, Total Group Profile Report—ETHNICITY  
(Table 11),” Copyright © 2010–2011 The College Board, retrieved from www.collegeboard.org.


