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be unrealistic to attempt covering all the information on the subject. Or, 
your preliminary topic choice may be too narrow and fails to address the 
substantial information necessary to answer the thesis question.

Next, examine and reflect on the impact of the search data on your 
topic understanding. These deliberations should help you further develop 
a topic statement. Be aware of the influence the literature has on the con-
duct of the search. Be mindful and deliberate while conducting the search. 
Keep these three questions in mind when reflecting on your topic:

1. What is the literature telling me about my topic?

2. How is my understanding of my research topic changing?

3. What should my topic statement be now?

TASK 2. CONDUCT A LITERATURE SEARCH

The second task of Step 3 requires collecting and selecting data. This task 
requires completing three separate activities: (1) previewing the material, 
(2) selecting the appropriate literature, and (3) organizing the chosen 
literature (Figure 3.2).

 Figure 3.2  Literature Search Tasks and Tools
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Three tools will help you complete this task. These tools are (1) scan-
ning the literature, (2) skimming potential works for content, and 
(3) mapping the suitable works for inclusion in the study. While these are 
three separate techniques, you may use them in various ways depending 
on your ability and your topic selection.

Think of searching the literature as assembling a well-used jigsaw 
puzzle. There are always parts missing, and often pieces of other puzzles 
have become intermixed. Developing a strategy for assembling a jigsaw 
puzzle is simple: Find a table with room to spread out the puzzle. Ensure 
that you have enough room to sort pieces and to organize them. Make sure 
there is good lighting. Consider what the puzzle should look like when 


