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many other educational institutions no longer provide data for public consump-
tion that compare data by race, income, and achievement. Before the earlier UC/
College Board study, investigations like it were quite rare. Even though more 
data have been gathered during the more than two and a half decades since, 
we recognize that the breakthrough study of 1995 offered relevant information 
about today’s racial and income achievement patterns. For those who remain 
unconvinced about the saliency of race, I ask what significant racial reforms 
have occurred in the preK–12 system and in the American economic structure 
over the past 25 years that would create a dramatic shift in the data.

As is clearly shown in Figure 3.1, income does impact achievement: The 
scores of all races improve as their family income increases. However, wealth 
or poverty alone fails to fully explain the racial disparity in achievement, which 
persists regardless of income level.

In most studies and reports, achievement disparities are addressed in terms 
of economic differences, and little or no connection is made to race. The UC data, 
which show the intersectionality of race and income, reveal important subtle-
ties about racial achievement disparities. First, at every income level, Black and 
Brown students are outperformed by White students. Specifically, Black students 

Figure 3.1 1995 Average SAT Scores by Parental Income and Race/Ethnicity
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Source: National Center for Education Statistics, US Department of Education.


