
77Step 3: Search the Literature

3. Record the relationships among the texts depicted on the author 
map. These connections compare theories, cross-reference subject 
information, and develop chronological connections among texts. 
Place more information on these author maps, including page 
number references, notable quotes, and other authors or texts cited. 
As with the scanning and skimming techniques, adapt mapping 
skills and designs to your preferences and needs.

 Figure 3.11  Author Map
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Activity 5. Creating Subject Memoranda

Now is the time to create notes on what you have learned about your 
topic. After studying your maps, write up what you have seen. This is also 
the time to develop preliminary ideas. Reread what you have written and 
edit it as necessary. Next, use your memoranda to organize your thoughts 
from mapping.

If you have difficulty completing this exercise, review this chapter. If 
you are able to complete this exercise successfully, continue entering other 
references into your management tool.


