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COMPARATIVE SELF-ASSESSMENT FOR INFORMATIONAL WRITING IN GRADE 6

Title and Date of First Essay Title and Date of Second Essay 

Organization/Purpose

Topic is introduced clearly to preview what is to follow

         4         3         2         1         

Topic is introduced clearly to preview what is to follow

         4         3         2         1         

Ideas and concepts are organized using definition, 

classification, or compare/contrast 

         4         3         2         1         

Ideas and concepts are organized using definition, 

classification, or compare/contrast 

         4         3         2         1         

Transitions create cohesion and show relationships 

among ideas

         4         3         2         1         

Transitions create cohesion and show relationships 

among ideas

         4         3         2         1         

A concluding statement supports the explanation 

given

         4         3         2         1         

A concluding statement supports the explanation 

given

         4         3         2         1         

Task, purpose, and audience are aligned to prompt

         4         3         2         1         

Task, purpose, and audience are aligned to prompt

         4         3         2         1         

Evidence/Elaboration

Develops the topic with relevant facts, definitions, 

details, and examples

         4         3         2         1         

Develops the topic with relevant facts, definitions, 

details, and examples

         4         3         2         1         

Follows a standard format for citations

         4         3         2         1         

Follows a standard format for citations

         4         3         2         1         

Skillfully quotes and paraphrases

         4         3         2         1         

Skillfully quotes and paraphrases

         4         3         2         1         

Uses relevant information from multiple sources

         4         3         2         1         

Uses relevant information from multiple sources

         4         3         2         1         

Effective and appropriate style enhances content

         4         3         2         1         

Effective and appropriate style enhances content

         4         3         2         1         

Conventions

Demonstrates grade-level grammar, usage, and 

conventions

         4         3         2         1         

Demonstrates grade-level grammar, usage, and 

conventions

         4         3         2         1         

Ipsative Assessments

Although the term is not widely used in education, the practice is. Ipsative assessments 

compare a student’s present performance to past performance (Isaacs, Zara, Herbert, 

Coombs, & Smith, 2013). These can be done by the teacher, for example, comparing 

initial assessment and final assessment data to measure one’s impact of teaching. This 


