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SINGLE-POINT RUBRIC FOR ART

Areas That Need Work Criteria and Descriptors
Evidence of  
Exceeding Standards

Line

How does the line lead 
your eye? Vertically? 
Horizontally? Is the line 
diagonal, straight or 
curved, thick or thin? 

Is the use of line effective?

Shape

Consider the height and 
width of the items in the 
sketch. Are they in concert 
with each other? What 
shapes are used? 

Are shapes used 
effectively? 

Space

How does the artist use 
the area? What role does 
negative space play? What 
is in the positive space?

Is space used effectively?

Color

Consider the hue, value, 
and intensity. Are they in 
balance? Is the intentional 
use of warm or cool colors 
obvious? 

Is color used effectively?

This is exactly what happened when Jacob said to Maricruz, “In your sketch of the bay, 

your eye goes right to the water. The line is super powerful. I can almost see the color 

that you’ll have there. I think it will be deep blue so that it’s different from the big grey 

ship that you have out in the water.” 

“Your use of space is also majorly impressive,” Amal added. “Like the water is huge and 

the ship is small, like the feeling of being lonely or lost or something. It’s really good. I 

want to see it when you’re done. I hope we’re in the same group for the next review.”

Maricruz asked, “So, what can I do better?”

Amal responded. “I think, well, it’s just a draft, but the shape of the ship is a little off. It 

looks too heavy on the top, you know? But that’s not a big deal. Like in the real one it 

would be in proportion.”

“Thanks for noticing that,” Maricruz said. “I’m gonna make sure that I sketch that out a 

little better before I paint so that I get it right and people don’t have to look at it twice, 

thinking that it’s gonna fall over.”


